
Urged on by a
market that increa-
singly demands that

RVs be equipped with cabin swivel
seats, CTA has further refined its range
of swivel seat bases, optimizing the overall
structure in order to seek out the best balan-
ce between weight and functional specifica-
tions. For over twenty years now, the Rome
based manufacturer has featured swivel seat
bases in its product catalogue, in essence
since motorhomes on the Italian market have
begun including versatile cabin seats as a
standard comfort and living feature. After all,
CTA has always relied on its extensive exper-
tise and experience in the machining of high-
strength steels, which has led the company
to occupy a leadership role in Europe for the
production of safety belt systems on motor-
homes.    
“We’ve been operating in the recreational
vehicle industry, manufacturing a variety of

p r o d u c t s , ”
explains Dario Bellezze,
Sales Manager at CTA, “and while people
know of us mostly for our safety belts ancho-
rage systems, our wealth of experience in
working with these types of steels has allo-
wed us to propose other products as well,
such as swivel seat bases. This is an item
we’ve been manufacturing for a number of
years now, and when Fiat decided to equip
its Ducato with this accessory as a standard
feature on initial installations, we continued
to perfect its design, offering a functional
and competitive product (to the point that

they’re being used by many vehicle manufac-
turers as an alternative to original seat bases):
today we have swivel seat bases in our pro-
duct catalogue for all mechanical systems
commonly used on motorhomes.”
In Europe, CTA supplies swivel seat bases for
manufacturers such as Laika and
Autosleepers, but is also an after-market sup-
plier. CTA’s product catalogue includes swivel
seat bases for the current version of the Fiat
Ducato and for previous versions (from 1994

CTA Srl  - Via Groenlandia, 23 - 00040 Pomezia (RM) - Italy
Tel: +39.06 91601096 - Fax: +39.06 91601096 

Web: www.ctapomezia.it

Seat swivel bases are one of CTA’s historic products: in an effort to meet the ever increasing
demands of the U.S. market, CTA has obtained certification based on strict American regu-
lations, supplying seat swivel bases even on initial installations.
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onwards), as well
as for other mecha-
nical systems, inclu-
ding the Ford Transit
(current version and ver-
sions from 2004 to 2010),
Iveco Daily, Renault Master,
Mercedes Sprinter and
Volkswagen Transporter.
For many years now, CTA’s penetra-
tion of the American market has been
even more incisive. In an effort to bolster
the demands of the U.S. market, FMVSS
210 certification was recently obtained,
adopting even more stringent parame-
ters than the current European certifica-
tion. By updating its production proces-
ses to the U.S. regulatory standards, CTA
can now supply its swivel seat bases on
initial installations as well, whereas they
were previously sold only as an after-
market accessory. For the time being, the
certification relates to the Ford Transit
chassis, at the specific request of a large
distributor. 
“Our presence in the U.S.A. has been
growing,” continues Dario Bellezze,
“and we therefore decided to obtain cer-
tification for initial installations. The swi-
vel seat bases exported to the United
States are the same as those we use in
Europe for the Ford Transit, in spite of
the fact that the American market doe-
sn’t present the weight issues that

European
manufacturers
must deal with.”
The weight issue has been
decisive in defining the new generation
of CTA swivel seat bases. It’s a well
known fact that even just a few kilo-
grams can make a big difference in sum-
ming up all of the mass of a motorhome,
which must remain within 3500 kg. For
its latest swivel seat bases, CTA uses
high-strength steel, offering higher per-
formance specifications than the steel
used in the past, and the plates are
strengthened by means of counter-rib-
bed sheet metal, welded to the bases.
This has enabled the use of sheet metal
whose thickness has been reduced by
about 2 millimeters, much less than that
used by some competitors. A moderate

d e g r e e
of flexibility of the base

was deemed acceptable, compromising
neither comfort nor safety, and achieving
an excellent trade-off between weight
(around 7 kg) and the base’s swivel fun-
ctionality. In an effort to facilitate both
manufacturers and retailers, CTA has for
some time now opted for a single base,
suitable for both the driver and passen-
ger seats. This eliminates any problems
in stocking products, and even simplifies
assembly operations. For the complex
approval phases, CTA relies on in-house
preliminary testing instrumentation,
optimizing products before sending the
definitive versions to the certifying body.
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