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It’s difficult to find a manufacturer in the sector with such great
growth prospects as Metallarte: as we know, the company was
acquired in July 2017 by the American Lippert Components group,

which had already entered Europe by taking over Project 2000 and
Sessa Klein. The new owners wish to become a point of reference in
the recreational vehicle door sector, on the foundation of the proven
quality of the products currently in the catalogue and the possibilities
of developing other projects that seize upon the latest trends and the
desires of manufacturers. Also becoming part of the Lippert
Components group was RV Doors, a young company that Metallarte
created in 2015 thanks to the acquisition of Gi Emme Evo, taking on
its motorhome cab door production know-how. Lorenzo Manni has
been appointed to coordinate the sales activity of Metallarte and RV

Doors. He has distinguished himself in the European division of Lippert
Components, and the appointment was greatly desired by Michele
Checcucci, the founder and current CEO of Metallarte.
“I wanted Lorenzo Manni at my side,” affirms Michele Checcucci,
“who I value both as a person and as a professional. I’m enthusiastic
about having him on our team and I’m sure that we’ll tackle the exci-
ting new challenges that await us on with the right approach.”Having
just turned thirty, Lorenzo Manni was Project 2000 sales manager from
2012 to 2016. With the acquisition of the company on the part of
Lippert Components, the parent company tasked him to develop some
projects in the European market, including slide-outs, taking on the
experience of the American giant. On 1 September 2017, Manni was
named sales manager for Metallarte and RV Doors, acquired by Lippert
Components in their turn.
“Lippert Components has a precise goal in the acquisition of the two
companies,” explains Lorenzo Manni, Metallarte and RV Doors sales
manager, “to create the main European industrial hub for the produc-
tion of doors for motorhomes and caravans. A goal that’s ambitious
but certainly achievable, which has been received with great enthu-
siasm by the management and the entire staff of the two companies.”
Today, the Doors division of LCI makes about 2,000 doors a day glo-
bally in its US and Italian factories. Metallarte specialises in doors for
the living space, while the mission of RV Doors is to create high-quali-
ty doors for motorhome cabs. So there’s a clear difference, with a few
minor exceptions: living space doors of special types, with a marked
radius of curvature, are made by RV Doors because it has a roller press.
“There are huge growth prospects,” continues Lorenzo Manni.
“Metallarte and RV Doors currently have substantial market shares, but
there’s still a lot that can be done. We’d like to expand our presence

Thanks to the acquisition of Metallarte and RV Doors, Lippert Components wants to create
the biggest European production hub in the field of doors for recreational vehicles: a stra-
tegic appointment for Lorenzo Manni as sales manager for the two companies.
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in certain groups that we already
work with and start to supply the
German manufacturers in a conti-
nuous fashion. That’s without
mentioning our potential for
development on the caravan door
production front, overshadowed
up to now by our focus on the
motorhome market. And then
there’s the US market, where new
scenarios may open up thanks to
the support of Lippert
Components.
Recreational vehicle production in
North America involves very high
figures; if we managed to gain
only a minimal share of the mar-
ket, we could boost our output
significantly. It’s an ambitious
goal, but within reach: as tradi-
tion has it, Lippert Components
can provide considerable resour-

ces in view of a serious industrial
project.” Metallarte is located in
the mid-market sector in Europe,
with products featuring a good
quality-price ratio and characteri-
sed by great scope for customisa-
tion upon client request, as well
as by a very high standard of qua-
lity, guaranteed by rigorous obser-
vance of the various ISO stan-
dards for which the company is
certified. In recent months there
has been a strong drive towards
the production of higher level
doors. For this reason, Metallarte’s
top-of-the-range doors will soon
be equipped with a fully retracta-
ble hinge with unique characteri-
stics at the level of finish and
comfort in use. “For motorhome
cab doors created by RV doors
too, there are considerable

options for customisation,”
Lorenzo Manni tells us, “and this
is a characteristic greatly apprecia-
ted by manufacturers, who often
have to differentiate similar
models produced with different
brands. Customised products and
a good quality-price ratio aren’t
the only ingredients in the success
of the two companies: flexible
production counts for a great
deal, responsiveness to the client’s
requests. It’s not easy to find this
responsiveness in the current mar-
ket scenario, which offers manu-
facturers the possibility of obtai-
ning a tailor-made design from
Metallarte or RVDoors developed
even in the space of a month. In
such a rapidly changing market
scenario as that of Europe, that
can make the difference.

Company Profile
Metallarte and RV Doors are

Italian companies specialising
in the production of door and flaps for recrea-
tional vehicles. They are headed by Lippert
Components, the American RV sector giant
that entered Europe with the acquisition of

Project 2000 and Sessa Klein. After it
was founded in 1996, Metallarte began

a journey of growth in the caravanning sector, receiving a
further boost with the brand’s acquisition by Michele
Checcucci, who founded the Metallarte S.r.l. company in

2003. The strengths of the new management soon became
maximum flexibility and speed in responding to the needs
of clients. In July 2017, Metallarte and the RV Doors subsi-
diary were acquired by Lippert Components. Metallarte
now supplies the biggest European recreational vehicle
manufacturers and some companies in Australia and New
Zealand, while the entry to the American market was more
recent.  It specialises in the production of doors and flaps,

but also racks, outside ladders, finishing profiles between
side panel and roof, overcab ladders, sliding shower door
guides, underbody storage bands and steel hinges. It obtai-
ned UNI EN ISO 9001:2000 certification in 2005, then ISO
14001, which establishes an environmental management
standard, and OHSAS 18001, the worker health and safety
management system. The production facilities are located
in Tuscany and based around a building of some thousands
of metres squared, with the surface of the roof covered
entirely in photovoltaic panels. The company has a staff of
about thirty. RV Doors, headquartered in Veneto, was foun-
ded with the precise aim of extending Metallarte’s sphere
of operations, while taking on board the twenty-year expe-
rience of Gi Emme Evo acquired in 2015. RV Doors’ speciali-
sation concerns motorhome cab doors, a complex product,
not easy to make, for which the know-how of Gi Emme Evo
(which had thirty years of experience in the sector, appro-
priate machinery and highly qualified workers) has been
fully exploited.

Contacts:
General Manager: Michele Checcucci - mcheccucci@metallarte.com
Sales: Lorenzo Manni - lorenzo.manni@lippertcomponents.eu

Lorenzo Manni, Sales Manager


