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Thule van specific products

Following on from the successful showing of prototypes at
the 2016 Düsseldorf show Thule has launched a

whole new range of carrying and other
solutions specifically for panel vans

and panel van conversions. 

Following on from the successful showing of prototypes at the
2016 Dusseldorf show Thule has launched a whole new range
of carrying and other solutions specifically for panel vans and

panel van conversions. Initially these are being aimed at the H2 Fiat
Ducato, Peugeot Boxer and Citroen Jumper vehicles from 2007
onwards. Other base vehicles such as the Mercedes Sprinter and Ford
Transit will be catered for in due course.  The first product is a versa-
tile roof rail system available in three versions according to the vehi-
cle length. Thule RV's Sales Director, Patrick Dehaen, explained the
logic behind their approach.  The panel van conversion market is the
fasted growing of all the RV sectors and the Ducato/Boxer/Jumper
has the lion's share of it. However the problem with panel vans is that
they are often restrictive in what they can carry and whilst the mar-
ket already contains technical solutions for transporting extra kit,

those solu-
tions are often not as
good as they could be for any
given vehicle. An example might be a roof
rack designed to use the vehicle manufactu-
rer's mounting points. Whilst this is technically a sound solution it
pays no regard to the fact that a van conversion will probably have a
roof light plus a TV aerial and maybe air conditioning or a solar panel.
Any or all of these could foul the roof rack. Thule's answer is a pair
of base rails that are bonded to the vehicle roof and further secured
with SmartClamps that attach to the roof's existing fixing points. The
base rails are then connected with two or more load carrying cross
bars. These load bars allow the fitting of roof accessories such as roof
boxes and carriers for sports gear.
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Roof rails

SmartClamp
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The beauty of the load bars is that they
can easily be positioned to miss obstruc-

tions. If you want to add more weight, you
can add more bars, up to the full roof loading

capacity of the vehicle. What's more two diffe-
rent heights of roof bar are available to help over-

come any obstructions. A further neat touch is that
the base rails can also be used to attach a Thule roll-
out awning. This can then be used as the founda-

tion for an awning tent, with versions availa-
ble for both long and short stays

Roof rails

SmartClamp



To achieve strength, durability and light
weight Thule's products use a high grade alu-
minium alloy with many parts being anodised.
This produces an extremely tough finish that
will last for many years.
When it comes to mounting on the vehicle
body Thule's philosophy is that, where possi-
ble, all primary fixings should be held with two
independent means of attachment. For exam-
ple the roof rails and rear bike carrier are both
clamped and bonded. This means they are
much less likely to become detached in the
event of an accident. To prove the point all
Thule's products are subjected to crash testing
at an in-house facility in Sweden. Testing also
involves wear and tear simulations, exposure
to extreme heat, cold, damp, sunlight and
even harsh chemicals. 
These tests ensure a long life and maximum
safety on the road. Only once they have been
successfully completed are the products relea-
sed to the market place - even if this delays a
planned launch. Thule's van specific products
are complemented by a range of other pro-
ducts designed to enhance the experience of
the user. These include wind breaks that can
be held in place with the same magnetic strip
used for the ladder and a high security univer-
sal door lock that can be used on sliding or
hinged doors.

In designing these products Thule has taken
the holistic approach. They are all designed to
work together as an integrated solution whilst
looking smart and doing the best job possible
for the customer and their vehicle.  This inclu-
des being easy to use, something that is very
important given that the age demographic for
panel van owners is 60 years plus.  
Thule's camper van programme underlines a
strategic shift, begun three years ago, where-
by the company is now totally focussed on
consumer products. To achieve this some non-
core parts of the business have been hived off
and new acquisitions made.
As a result the Thule Group is now global lea-
der in cargo carriers for automobiles, with
approximately 50% of the market. It is also a
leading company in the outdoor and bags
market, owning such brands as Case Logic.
From its headquarters in Malmö, Sweden
Thule manages some 2,000 employees spread
across nine production facilities and 35 sales
locations around the world. Operating income
in 2016 was SEK 970m (€ 97m) with a gross
margin of 17.3%.
With its motto 'Active Life, Simplified' there is
no doubt that Thule is set for continuing suc-
cess thanks to innovative, high quality, pro-
ducts that really do make it easier for people
to live active lives, whatever their vehicle.

Even with a roof ladder it can be difficult to get large objects, such as canoes, on and off the roof of an RV. To address this Thule
has designed a specially hinged cradle that makes it a really easy, one-person, job. It is this sort of innovative thinking, coupled with
undisputed quality that is the hallmark of Thule products. 

...it's safely on the roofA quick push and...Canoe in cradle ready to move

Another item designed especially for the Ducato, Boxer and Jumper
vans from 2007 is a cycle carrier. This attaches to a rear door without
the need for any drilling. It can carry up to two bikes whilst allowing
the rear door to be opened with the bikes in place. Although not van
specific, Thule is complementing those products with an innovative
roof ladder. These ladders are often designed to fit on a back door
but, in so doing, restrict what else can be mounted there. They are
also readily accessible to thieves who may wish to use them to enter
the vehicle through a roof light. To get round these issues Thule offers
a collapsible ladder and a strong magnetic clamp, allowing the ladder
to be used in a wide variety of positions. The only requirement is that
the bodywork is made from steel. 

Roof ladder and magnetic clamp

The magnetic strip can hold a windbreak or
an organiser bag

High security door lock
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