
62

Words Andrea Cattaneo

BARTOLACCI DESIGN S.R.L. Via Lisbona , 7/A 50065 Pontassieve (Firenze) - Italy
Ph. +39 055 8345116 - Web: www.bartolaccidesign.it

Product quality and customisation consti-
tute the single path of Bartolacci
Design’s journey, the output of which

now expands to incorporate plexiglass furni-
shings: known above all on the European mar-
ket for its considerable supply of lighting
equipment, such as LED spotlights, the
Florence-based company is extending its offe-
ring in the field of plexiglass accessories dedica-
ted to the passenger compartment of recreatio-
nal vehicles still further. On the market since
2005, Bartolacci Design has always pursued
experimentation with new materials and looks
favourably on the current trend towards custo-
mising vehicles with dedicated accessories and
furnishing elements, exclusive and perhaps also
branded with the company logo. Production of
plexiglass elements doesn’t come out of
nowhere – it’s been going on for a few years –
and though today it accounts for little over
10% of the company’s turnover, it’s also true
that the interest from motorhome makers is
increasing, and with it the figures. So there’s a
specific desire to increase this production area,
and new machinery will arrive in the company
in 2018. “We started with LED spotlight pro-
duction and this remains our main manufactu-
ring segment,” explains Andrea Bartolacci, the
owner of the company that bears his name.

“However, the new plexiglass accessories
lines are bringing us great satisfaction and
are a perfect fit for LED lighting.” The com-
pany hasn’t slowed down spotlight produc-
tion: on the contrary, it continues to supply
hundreds of thousands of items each year to
European manufacturers above all, as well as
clients in Australia and Japan. Plexiglas ele-
ments are therefore a promising new direc-
tion and are part of that area of experimen-
tation with new materials that Bartolacci
Design has been pursuing for years with its
lighting systems: take chrome spotlights,
today offered in chrome velour in addition to
the glossy and satin finishes. Plexiglass pro-
duction certainly allows manufacturers to
customise vehicle fittings to the full. The
applications are extremely varied: shelves for
kitchens and bathrooms, containers, kitchen
spice racks, but also larger elements, such as
mirrors, for example. Most of these elements
are integrated with the lighting system,
exploiting plexiglass’s ability to carry light.
This makes possible the play of light and
theatrical effects, which are highly contem-
porary in European motorhome and caravan
production. The plexiglass element can be
completely illuminated when connected to
an LED light source or light can be made to
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emerge only at the edge, or there’s the
additional possibility of creating luminous
slits on the surface. It’s possible to use white
or coloured lighting, direct or indirect; it can
be combined with other materials; basically,
there’s a truly great variety of possibilities.
The plexiglass elements are flat or curved,
their finishes smooth or satin. “Thanks to

the use of plexiglass and combination with
LED light sources,” continues Andrea
Bartolacci, “we can create objects of various
kinds, that we can customise in different
ways. We’ve created flat and curved shel-
ves, but also mirror surfaces with laser
etching where light comes out. We even
tried out an illuminated washbasin. We pro-
duce dedicated containers for stem glasses,
to insert in the essential showcases of top-
of-the-range models, but we’ve also crea-
ted a mobile phone support and we have an
accessory in the catalogue incorporating
key and coin holder, phone support and
USB port. Thanks to our acquired ability in
working with plexiglass and our history of
experience with LED lighting, we can make
everything.”
Bartolacci Design has a range of standard
products, but works above all according to
specific requests from clients, in close con-
tact with the technical and marketing
departments of the various manufacturers.
The client generally submits their request
and provides a sketch or even a CAD
design; Bartolacci Design adapts the
request to the production methods, choo-
sing which type of processing to adopt, also
according to the number of items reque-
sted. The slab of plexiglass is cut into shape
via laser, and if required also curved using a

bending machine. There may also be laser
etching on the surface, so as to create text,
designs, or even the manufacturer’s logo.
The methods for extending the plexiglass
offering and production have already been
arranged, while the supply of elements to
companies of the calibre of Rapido, Pilote
and Fleurette is already consolidated. Also
in this particular production area, Bartolacci
confirms a reliability that has already been
put to the test with its lighting systems. “It’s
with a certain pride that I can say that
clients are happy to work with us,” conclu-
des Andrea Bartolacci, “and based on the
reports produced by our clients themselves
in the area of LED spotlight supplies, the
percentage of defective products is minimal
– insignificant, I�’d say: we’re talking about
a few items out of hundreds of thousands
of LED spotlights. And as far as deliveries
are concerned, we’re very precise: that’s
not us saying it, it’s our clients. So we’re
ready to take on new challenges: one of
these is precisely the expansion of the plexi-
glass range.”
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Bartolacci Design was foun-
ded in 2005 as a LED lighting

specialist in the recreational
vehicle sector. The company
grew rapidly but progressively:
Andrea Bartolacci, the owner,
focuses greatly on product and
service quality.  The LEDs are sup-
plied by leading international
companies and the criteria for
selection are extremely exacting.
“We make the difference betwe-
en LEDs and LEDs” is the compa-
ny’s slogan, precisely because of
the great attention that it dedi-
cates to looking for ever more
advanced technologies and qua-
lity control systems. Bartolacci
Design lighting systems are fit-
ted on vehicles from the most
important recreational vehicle
manufacturers in Europe today,
including the Rapido, Trigano
VDL, Pilote and Hymer groups. In
2016 the company added, to its
range of spotlights, roof lights,
outside lights and lighting inte-
grated with aluminium, an addi-
tional line of plexiglass accesso-
ries which, in combination with
the LED lighting, generate origi-
nal plays of light.
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