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Variable space for every need
Demonstrating an innate dynamism and a huge flexibility in terms of production, ST.LA.
launches an unusual system of cable movement for beds, while at the same time proposing a table that can vary the seating capacity at will according to the living space.
Words Giorgio Carpi

orty two years of activity in the
recreational vehicle sector is no small
thing: buoyed up by this experience,
ST.LA. have further expanded their range
which today represents their most iconic
products, namely beds and tables. The company is able to customise specific articles,
working in close contact with the manufac-
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turers in order to work out the best solution
for every single vehicle. When we talk
about beds for camper vans, we obviously
do not just mean the frame, but also, and
particularly, models with systems allowing
movement, so used therefore for the so-called anterior drop-down bed or for the popup bed at the back. The two systems in use

n Italian company with its head office in Tuscany,
ST.LA. started its business in 1975, as metal stampers
(it gets its name from the Italian name for this industry – STampaggio LAmiere) for accessories and spare parts
for tents. Pegs and poles, therefore, but in a short time the
company began its interest in caravans, collaborating with
major Italian constructors such as Roller, Mobilvetta and
Caravans International in the production of various components, in steel or in aluminium, starting from wall supports for tables and expanding their horizons to campers
when the market moved in that direction. Today it is dedicated to the recreational vehicle market and prevalent
(supplying the nautical sector is minimal) and decisively
varied, spanning from metal elements to those in plastic.
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up to now consist of two types: straps or
articulated arms. The strap system can be
electric, ideal for the anterior drop-down
bed, or also manual with a handle, used for
the bed at the back. The classic system of
arms and hinges is conversely only used for
the drop-down bed at the front, with a
manual system for raising and lowering it

Beds represent a considerable percentage of ST.LA.'s current production, together with table supports, with wall
brackets or a central leg. The company collaborates with
the main companies in the sector, with a client base that in
Europe ranges from the Hymer Group to Rapido, from
Trignano to Pilote. ST.LA. srl is one of the three companies
that make up the Milianti Group, together with
Technometal srl and Forma srl: an enterprise with an
annual turnover of Euro 15 million, developed over
various plants. ST.LA. can count on 4,800m2 of covered
surface and 7,000m2 of service area. The founder, Sergio
Milianti, has gradually passed the baton onto his sons
Paolo, general manager of ST.LA. and Francesco, product
manager of the family-run firm.

Contact:
stla@stla.it

The multifunctional foldable table

he cable beds though are not the
only new product launched during
this period by ST.LA, The Italian
company has designed a prototype for a
new structure for dinette tables, which is
now ready for development.
“We submitted a project fifteen years
ago”, explains Paolo Milianti, ST.LA.'s
general manager, “that at that time
wasn't feasible. Now we believe that
things have changed: times have moved
on to enable us to join the fray with innovative products, complex concepts but
ones that are easy to use, because the
camper van market has evolved and new
living space solutions have opened up.” It
concerns a new table that attaches to the
wall, that can be made bigger, but can
also be folded down against the wall
when not in use, thus transforming from a
dining solution to a more airy living space,
adapted for relaxation. The table is fixed
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with the assistance of gas pistons.
A third system has been added to these
two, one that uses steel cables for raising
and lowering. The cable bed has a similar
function to the bed which uses straps, but
addresses some of the problems and broadens the scope.
“ The bed with the straps”, ST.LA.'s general
manager Paolo Milianti explains, “is one of
our best-selling products, and in the electric
version for the anterior drop-down bed. The
manual version is profitably exploited by the
pop-up bed at the back, but is hindered by
the movement because of the handle which
impedes the application of the anterior bed
due to a lack of space and functionality. Our
clients who want a manual drop-down, therefore, opt for the classic system with arms
and hinges. The new cable bed, on the
other hand, has a perfect manual function,

onto a metal frame, attached to the wall,
and slides over itself, allowing it to be
opened like a book (doubling the supporting surface). The supporting shelves have
been thoroughly tested and are very
robust: they easily support a cantilever
extension of the table of up to 1 metre.
The table, along with its frame, by way of
a rapid release system, can be tipped up
towards the bottom,
easing it gently
towards the wall.
But there is also
a mechanism to
assist with folding it down:
the table can
go down to be
parallel to the
floor, where it
can be turned into
a bed. Interesting for

easy to use and not in the least bit tiring,
thanks to a servomechanism (gas pistons),
inserted into the body of the bed itself.”
With the cable beds, therefore, ST.LA. take
a step forward in respect to their manual
drop-down bed: there is no need for a handle to do the lifting, and it weighs 20kg less
than the drop-down with the arms (just
from the absence of the metal leverage).
But the cable system could also be interesting for the pop-up bed at the back,
because it avoids using the handle in the
locker: it works directly from the cabin,
without the need for getting out of the
vehicle.
“We believe that the new cable bed will
have lots of uses”, continues Paolo
Millianti, “on all kinds of vehicles. In my
opinion, the one variation that is used at
the back could be interesting for top-of-

both traditional camper vans and for vans,
the new ST.LA. table system has a weight
in line with normal telescopic tables.

the-range vehicles, because it offers the
user the comfort of moving the bed from
the inside without having to leave the vehicle. In the anterior drop-down bed, on the
other hand, the scope extends to vans with
a high roof, thanks to the possibility of
extending the base in any direction, something you cannot do with the straps.”
Equipped with a gas spring and a quick
rewind system for the cable, it becomes
easy to lift up, even for the elderly. Practical
and robust, thanks to the use of a steel
cable with a load capacity of 700 kg, the
new bed will have a final price slightly
higher than the strap version (with handle)
by ST.LA. In addition, the possibility exists of
changing from the manual version to the
electric one on the production line, with a
quick modification and therefore at no
great cost.
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