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The convenience of easy levelling
Earlier this year, AL-KO Vehicle Technology launched its HY4 hydraulic levelling system for
motorhomes in Europe. It is designed to make life more convenient and comfortable for the
consumer, and has also been designed to be simpler to install.
Words John Rawlings

ver the last few decades, caravan
and motorhome owners have already welcomed several key innovations that have made using their vehicles
easier or more comfortable. Consider examples such as the motor mover, cassette toilet (now on wheels) and domestic-style heating and hot water systems; Most of these
are now usually considered ‘essentials’, particularly for luxury brands. Will, or should, a
levelling system be next?
Anything that improves the experience of
using a motorhome is good news for our
industry as it will appeal to or attract new
customers to the market, and may also help
to keep older, existing owners using their
vehicles for longer.
Levelling systems may not be new, but they’ve been quite a niche product in markets
like Europe so far. The introduction of a new
system with some interesting differences to
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existing systems by a global, well respected
brand like AL-KO with all its R&D and
marketing resources, could give levelling
systems the worldwide availability and
awareness they need.
A key feature of the design of the
AL-KO HY4 levelling system is
that it has four independent
hydraulic tanks (one for
each corner ‘leg’ or
‘ram’), rather than one
large one, like other
systems. Using four
independent tanks
makes it easier and
quicker to install as
hydraulic hoses don’t need
to be added to the entire
length of the chassis, so less
technical knowledge is
required to fit it. There

must be adequate ground clearance
under the levelling ‘rams’ when
they are raised.
This also means that the
weight of the system
is spread more evenly
around the vehicle, at a
low level. As the system
is fitted to the chassis, it
does not require any
modification to the vehicle’s bodywork or take up
any storage space inside the
motorhome, and also means
there is no risk of any leaks
from the system to the motorhome’s interior. Another benefit
is that if there is any loss of pressure from a unit, it only affects one
levelling ram, not the entire system.
Motorhome users like being able to
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arrive at their destination and be ready in
minutes, rather than having to unhitch and
set up a caravan, so they will like that the
AL-KO HY4 levelling system offers the convenience of levelling a motorhome at the
touch of a button on the very intuitive remote control unit. Once the levelling rams are
lowered, there’s also the benefit of avoiding
any unsteadiness or discomfort while inside.
An automatic setting levels the motorhome
in just 60 seconds, but there is also a manual
setting so the user can fine tune the motorhome’s position, if required.
And if the user prefers to
sleep in a non-level position, they can programme a ‘sleeping position’
with head-up,

for example. There is also a ‘kneeling position’ setting that lowers the vehicle on one
side to make it easier to empty on-board
water tanks.
Each support ‘ram’ has a maximum range of
360mm, so it is best for uneven ground
rather than severe slopes. For
added security, the
HY4 has an

alert to prevent anyone driving off while the
levelling rams are still in the down position,
plus child and anti-theft protection systems.
It is suitable for motorhomes weighing up to
six tonnes and is operated using a remote
control unit in the cab. It is quiet when
being used, so won’t disturb other campers,
and can be transferred to another motorhome, if suitable, if the owner changes vehicles. Initially, the AL-KO HY4 system is available only for motorhomes or commercial
vehicles
built
on
the
popular
Fiat/Peugeot/Citroen cab with an AL-KO
chassis. AL-KO has confirmed that a system
for fitting to the original chassis for the base
vehicle cabs already mentioned will be available from January 2018. It is not designed
for caravans. The HY4 is currently available
directly from AL-KO and from specific qualified AL-KO dealers. It will also be available
to OEMs to offer either as a standard or
optional feature for future models.

Technical information
Power

12v via vehicle battery

Weight

69KG (depending on vehicle variant)

Maximum travel per support ‘ram’

360mm

Maximum permitted gross vehicle weight

6000kg

Permitted temperature range

-30° to +80°

Compatible with

AL-KO AIR premium X2/X4 air suspension
£5,600 (UK)

Cost (fitted, inc taxes)
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